. Pleomorph ic adenoma of the superficial portion of the left parotid gland . The mass is well marginated and almost homogeneous in intensity. MRI (A) and spin-density (B) T2 images (arrows).
Some 60 to 70% of parotid masses are pleom orphi c adenomas. The se benign lesions are well marginated. They can have a fibrous capsule that contains myoepith elial cell s, occa sionally with foci of capsular penetration , or an incomplete fibrous capsule. They are usually heterogeneous to varying degrees on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and contrast-enhanced on comput ed tomography (CT) .
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A small percent age of pleomorphi c adenomas do appear to be homogeneous (figure I). On MRI, these tumors reflect a low signal on Tl and a bright signal on T2 . They are usually round or oval; otherwise, they can be lobulated, with sharp ly defined borders. Pleomorphic adenomas occur more often in the super ficia l portion of the parotid gland. Calci ficatio ns occas ionally occur within the lesion. When the tumor arises from the deep portion of the gland, it can exte nd into the parapharyngeal area; therefore, it should be distinguished from other parapharyngeal masses. .Check out the savings! Just some of the 'Exmoor' vent tubes and other products used regularly in 50 countries (Please askfor a catalogue) high quality reliable delivery low prices Figure 2 . Recurrent pleomorphic adenoma in anot her case. MRI de monstrates clu sters of mult iple nodul es that are best seen with T2 -weighted images.
Pleomorphic adenomas of the superficial portion of the gland are usually removed by superfici al parotidectomy, after the branc hes of the facia l nerve have been identified. Failure to make clear resec tion margins increases the likelih ood of recurrence.
Recurrent pleomorphic adenomas are often see n as clusters of multiple nodules close to the previo us scar and facial nerve . These rec urrent nodules are best seen on contrast-enhanced T2 MRI (figure 2). Uncommon malignant lesions associated with pleomorphic adenomas are carc inoma, malignant mixed tumors, and metastasizing mixed tumors. These unusual malignancies appear to occur in patients who have had a mass for a long time that suddenly increased in size. 
